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Dear Maggie, 

*our clear eyes see well, considering the distance between us'. 

After explaining how you fesl you said, ''I con see you nodding your 
heed in dlsgareement. . end thet is alr.ost exactly right. 

We do not disgoree at oil on how things are, whet they mean. We disagree 
on what is end for each oust be a personal decision, whet he dees or does not do. 
*ou ere not el one. I sm the minority. I look forward by looking backward, end 
I see that where people S9ld there was nothing could be dene, nothing was. In 
each case the reaction that set in was reelly unopposed where it might have been, 
was more violent that it might have been. Essentially, I suppose our thinking 
dif feres because of tha different cultures v.e inherit. I am here not because 
my ancestors knew how to sit and wait, which they often did, but bee suae they 
also knew whan not to. The tmgagad ir. futilities, like the megnificent bravery 
c? the Bar -^ochba band, they were the ^acebees, and they were the Chassidim. 

7-ere you to argue my genes spring from the latter, how could 1 deny it'* 1 Yet 1 
think I sa in the Macabeean tradition, end I think the fight not only must be 
made when and where it esn be but never foils if it is madd. 

It sin-prises me that I am pot disspirited. I am more lonely than I'd 
like to be. Toomrasny of us have given up, apd too many of those still doing 
something have not learned that those who would teech the pope religion must 
themselves pray. I am without doubt that #sd It the facilities, hod I b- d the 
money or help, there are major things I could have accomplished beginning just 
two years ago. These, in turn, coming at that time in particular, coming, at 
le-st, before Chicago, might have be d ether, predictable and worthwhile consequen- 
ces. Wa had and did not use many important opportunities. We will again, ana I 
will do what I can to be in a position to utilize them, hoping against hope thet 
the help may then be forthcoming. Much, of the present situation you accurately 
describe is our own fault, for we have failed where v;e need not have. I assume 
my own share of the responsibility. There are too many things I did not do as 
well as I could and should have. 

C 

There may indeed be grat changes before the truth becomes known, but 
I regard the truth ss not ar. isolated thing, en academic concept, ^t is because 
of the lies alone thet we een anticipate these evil changes. The purpose of 
establishing, rather achieving acceptance of the truth is to frustrate the 
deiigns of the liars. If we can not do it entirely now, we can at least blunt 

it and prepare for wider opposition tc it. If, as you say, we are powerless 

to make any but momentary dents. Is it not worthwhile, not essential, to make 

as many of them as we can? Need we be, as you put it, truly effective on a 

large scale, or is it not necessary, if we cannot be effective on a large scale, 
to accomplish whet we can? 

% concept of the reality is, actually, more barren, more desperate 
then yours. I see herards you do not, understand some things in o way you do 
not, and sm preparing to cope with them when they must be as best S then can. 

One of these new problems is J im. 1 sm concerned for his survival and with his, 
to a large dagree, tnat of the rest of us. 1 am dismayed si much, frustrated, 
yet I think I see what must be done ana that 1 seek to do, handicapped most of 
all by him, as he dees not understand, because h3 is his own strenge kind of 
cat. I get no help fran him at all -nd now seek none. But I still go ‘here 
whenever I can, never able to afford it, each time burdening my strained 
finances more, each time succeeding. I will, largely, build at least part of 
the defense he needs, without his help, and heva, to a fair degree, already. 









Had ± but 8 lawyer in ^ew urlesns, there is an enormous amount I could do, could 
have for the pest year. Belatedly, he sees it yet doesn't lift a finger, say 
a word. Jim’s major survival problem is Jim. ^ext to that, those he considers 
his friends, some you also do. Poking back on it, I still cannot believe I 
have been able to make the contacts down there that 1 have, learne i what I did, 
establish the proofs that 1 have - end now 1 have to hide these from him in 
order to have them for him when he needs them - and this with the agreement 
of one of hi a assistants, who se s exactly -.hat I do and as I do. Aside fran 
the permeating incompetence, there is an intellectual immorality that I just 
cannot adjust tc. There is no suai thing os the kept word, so there is no 
dependence end God, what mossing up! Gn all levels, in and out of the office. 

I shudder when I anticipate the day of reckoning, but I also face it and, as 
best I can, prepare for it. We will not be powerless, if we will be less able 
than wo could have been. It may require of me whet soma of us will find unwlecome, 
but if it does, I will do it. 

I will be out there in e ccpule of weeks. If you'd like to discuss this, 
with no one but Steve present end in confidence, please let him know. Without 
your desire, I will not press it on you. I will also tell you what you may 
want to know of sd me of the things 1 hsve learned, but this also must be in 
confidence. By this I mean not any other of us are to be told it, particularly 
not Jim, who 1 will tell whatever I know when he nood know it and not sooner. 

As a matter of fact, 1 invariably see to it thst someone who can inform him has 
the general outlines of what I have so that, should he really need it, he can 
have it. Essentially, my purpose is to keep him from indulging his and the office 
instinct an i capacity for self-destruction. There is no help I can give him that 
I will not. I plan to be there twice more this year, and with $35,000 in debts 
and no income, I think you can take this as serious intent, for x h eve already 
written my New Orleans book end J must take that time, in audition, from other 
work. A may wind up with several J-ew Orleans novels, however. It is be ing 
arranged that I can spend twc weeks there with another interested in the case 
just before the end of the year and the extra fare required to get me there this 
trip has been given me. I’ll probably stay, as I did last time, with tte mother 
of a man who is, incredibly, part of tbe story, a man who did threaten to kill 
^im. If not, there is an FBI informant with whom I can camp. Iastayed wl th 

him several day3 last time! “e was a little helpful. I anticipate my only real 

financial problem will be 8 car. If I cannot borrow one as I did last tine, 
from a nan who W 33 witness to my_making serious effort to help one on the other 
side, I ehall have to rent one. ^im will not have one for me. There is, in 

fact, an advantage in poverty. Lastfcime 1 had but four square meals, each of them 

provided. I had milk substitute ana vitamins for breakfast and many of the days 
nothing else but a 19^ hamburger. ^ loBt 15 pounds, weight 1 needed much to lose, 
and have melted five more sine returning, i still have weight to lose, but can 
do it less readily Poor a refrigerator. I've spent porn of each day ir, recent 
weeks in physical work that was required here, taking down trees, breaking up 
stones, and have enticed a few of the missing muscle? to come tack. I will thus 
also be better oreapred fbr the tougher dg£y^ I agree lie ahead. 

If you hove anything you think 1 might not on Thocnley, Oswald as an 
agent, and Liebeler or Ball, I'd appreciate it. I intend to try end address myself 
to the la'ter two when I am there and I have special interests in Thornley. I now 
have much more information oJ\. Oswald and his probably connections, including tte 
reconstruction of the obfuscation machine. Very simple, very affective. Tvjg i s 
one they didn t complicate. . . .1 am leaving everything up to wonderful Steve. If 
you want to 3po9k to me, he will kno.v where I’ll be staying, when I'll be where. 

I exrect to spend two or three days in San Diego (anything jou -ant looked into the' 
there?) with a greet guy, George Abbott, whose magxificent father ic a friend, my 
artist, pnd an authentic noble. Looking forward, 

with best regards. 







